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CALVARY TIRE & BRAKE
Complete Auto Service Center

Service You Can “Trust”

Tire Sale!  
Discounts On All Tires

Open Tues-Fri 8:30a - 5:30pm & Sat 8:30am - 4:30pm
Courtesy rides to and from home!

We do 30,000, 60,000 and 90,000 mile services.
(707) 539-7817

Scot Jensen 6001 Sonoma Hwy
Rick Jensen Santa Rosa, CA 95409

WINTER SERVICE SPECIAL
Lube & Oil, Oil Filter, Tire Rotation, 

Complete Vehicle Inspection, 
Complete Heating System Check,
Complete Brake Inspection,
Check Batteries, Windshield 
Wipers & Washing System
$59.95*          *Up to 5 qts. oil, with coupon. Most cars. 
        Synthetic oil extra.

FREE Check 
Engine Light 
Diagnostic

❄❆
❆

www.lespascalspatisserie.com
Outdoor Patio and Limited Indoor Seating

6 am - 4:30 pm Mon, Tues, Thurs & Fri,  7am -4 pm Sat & Sun
Closed Wednesday

In the “Yellow Building” – 13758 Arnold Drive, Glen Ellen
(707) 934-8378

Les PascalsLes Pascals
Patisserie -Boulangerie - Café

Come Discover What Pascal Come Discover What Pascal 
iis Baking Today!s Baking Today!
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Black History Month: A personal reflection
By Nancy Dome

I remember the day President Obama was elected 
to be the first Black President of the United States. 
I was flooded with so many emotions: shock that 
it actually happened; joy at the prospect of finally 

having a president who looked like me in the Oval 
Office; sadness that my grandmother who was born 
in 1912 Jim Crow South would not live to see this day 
come. But mostly I felt hope…hope that America had 
finally started to turn the corner on its tragic racial 
past and could begin the healing that was necessary 
to bring us together and truly unify us.

I was naïve.
My hope clouded my critical thinking and, on some 

level, even clouded my judgment of what was unfolding 
before my eyes. Just one year after President Obama’s 
inauguration we saw the formation of the Tea Party 
Movement, which on the surface was purported to be 
a grassroots conservative group focused on limiting 
government control. Specifically, those in the move-
ment were opposed to the Affordable Care Act and 
supportive of anti-immigration policies, among other 
right-wing conservative agenda items. Later, though, 
they were discovered to be part of a larger agenda of 
elite corporate businesses to push a more extreme plan. 

This is in direct response to our first Black presi-

dent, I remember thinking at the time. Still, 
I largely wrote it off and assumed it would 
eventually lose steam. Though the movement 
did just that by 2016, its more extreme views 
had largely been incorporated into the main-
stream Republican Party ideology. 

I am clear the Tea Party movement was 
not the beginning of such sentiments, yet its 
significance to me is twofold: the overtness of 
the movement was striking, and it garnered 
enough traction to ultimately set the stage 
for what was to come. Up until the election 
of President Obama, there was still a level of 
the need to be politically correct in speaking 
on certain topics. His election seemed only 
to open the flood gates to what had been sim-
mering on the surface.

Fast forward to today, and indeed the 
proverbial levee has broken. There is no lon-
ger the need to hide the disdain and hate 
for difference; in fact, the bandwagon is in 
full swing. I look on in horror at the current 
wave of legislation that is being proposed and 
passed in various states. My heart breaks for 
the children, young adults, and families who 
are already being negatively impacted by the 
destructive and dangerous rulings…and I feel 
like I should have seen it coming. 

As I think about 2023 Black History 
Month, rather than celebrating the accom-
plishments of African Americans throughout 
history and acknowledging our collective 
progress, I find myself lamenting about how 
far we have slid backwards–not only as Black 

people, but collectively as people overall. It 
seems that every marginalized group has a 
target on its back. Once I thought we were 
moving beyond tolerance to acceptance; I am 
now thinking tolerance would be a welcomed 
change.

Today we find ourselves in a place where 
our bodies, what we can read and learn, and 
who we can love are all up for legislation. 
Those supporters of the “Don’t Tread on Me” 
slogan who were concerned that the U.S. gov-
ernment had become the oppressor threaten-
ing the liberties of its own citizens now seek 
to threaten those same liberties for anyone 
who doesn’t pray, look, learn, or live the exact 
same way they do. The irony is not lost on me, 
but it seems to be lost on them.

We also find ourselves living in a world 
where theories are not allowed to be discussed 
because they are not proven by science yet; 
where we cannot teach or even discuss his-
tory because our White children may feel 
uncomfortable; where non-educators and 
politicians decide what has educational value; 
where students are denied access to an elective 
course that would deepen their foundational 
knowledge base of the African Diaspora; and 
where questioning youth have no access to 
support and guidance even from medical 
professionals.

Unfortunately, if history tells us anything, 
this is the tip of the iceberg of the damage 
that is being done to people who have little 
recourse to do anything about it.
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Glen Ellen is creating a Community Wildfire Protection Plan and 
we need your input!  

Please share your input at Glen Ellen Community Wildfire Protection Plan 
Public Meeting - Saturday March 18, 10:00 am - 12 pm.  

Join in person at the Dunbar Elementary Multi-Purpose room, 11700 
Dunbar Rd, Glen Ellen or via Zoom using the QR Code here or by this 

Zoom registration link:  
tinyurl.com/57am3zw4 

For information email us at firesafesonomaec@gmail.com 

ERRATIC OR NO POWER?
Ron Dorris Electric & Solar

YES, WE ARE OPEN!
Solar, Battery, & Generator Systems

Individual design & installation, no big box, 
cookie-cutter systems!

Electric meter panel upgrades, service & repair 
and installations 

Virtually Anything Electrical!

15% off 
our published prices for service & repair

 (some exceptions apply)

Jobs of ANY size. 
We return calls & show up!
Since 1978 we have provided  

GREAT Customer Service & QUALITY 
Workmanship. 

CALL NOW! 707-578-0678
FREE ESTIMATE!

License #978117 Fully Insured & bonded!

www.rondorriselectric.com

Where do we go from here?
We are at an inflection point 

where we must realize that each of us 
has a role in protecting and securing 
our democracy. It is incumbent upon 
each of us to learn how to be a part of 
the solution and then take action. I 
know that we are all built differently, 
and while I am called to be more 
outwardly active, there are others 
who are more effective behind the 
scenes. There is a place for everyone 
to meaningfully contribute.

So, what do we do? This is a dif-
ficult question, especially with all 
the misinformation that abounds. 
I can also appreciate that there is 
some real dissonance connected to 
personal beliefs versus what should 
be attributed to the collective. But 
I would like to invite each of us to 
stop and think about what it would 
feel like if one of our identities was 
not part of the normalized, accepted 
mainstream and thus targeted. We 
must begin to find our way back to 
empathy and compassion, back to 
being able to walk in someone else’s 
shoes and feel what it might be like 
for them, even if it is contrary to our 
personal beliefs. 

Ultimately, we must get back to a 
place where we understand that our 
lived experiences are different, and 
thus our respective journeys to con-
tentment and joy are unique. Happi-
ness is very personal and personal-
ized, and we need to ensure there is 
space for the 
individual 
pursuit. 

In 2023, 
I imagined 
that we 
would be 
more con-
nected and 
unified as a 
nation. That 
we would 
have learned 
to not only 
accept but 
honor our 
uniqueness that has the potential 
to make us great as a country. Sadly, 
we are not there, but it doesn’t mean 
we can’t be one day. While it is im-
portant to celebrate and remember 
the past, we are being called to act 
to ensure there is a future that our 
ancestors can be proud of. One that 

supports inclusion and acceptance 
of all people, knows them to be per-
fect as they are, and paves the way for 
creating communities of belonging 
in pursuit of bringing us together 
for the betterment of ourselves and 
our country as a whole. 

Life is 
meant to be 
a journey, 
and we are 
imperfect 
beings. We 
learn les-
sons along 
the way that 
hopefully 
level us up 
each time so 
we can be-
come better 
versions of 
ourselves. 

This is an active process, not a 
passive one. The journey to creat-
ing equity and belonging was not 
designed to be easy or comfortable 
but rather to be meaningful and en-
lightened. By removing choice, we 
remove growth, innovation, and 
possibilities.

How will you ensure that 
growth, innovation, and possibili-
ties remain? What steps will you 
take? What questions will you ask 
yourself and others? What beliefs 
will you interrogate? Whatever you 
decide, decide to start today. 

Dr. Nancy Dome is a renowned 
speaker, author, and diversity, eq-
uity and inclusion consultant and 
co-founder of Epoch Education which 
provides leaders in education and 
business with accessible professional 
development in diversity, inclusion,  
belonging, and equity. As an educator 
for nearly three decades, Dr. Dome 
taught in the juvenile court and com-
munity schools, teaching our most 
vulnerable students, and has served 
as a Distinguished Teacher in Resi-
dence and faculty member at Cali-
fornia State University San Marcos. 
Her transformative approach helps 
school districts and educational agen-
cies throughout the country navigate 
complex topics, build bridges, and 
work together for inclusive, impactful 
change. She is the author of a book 
on compassionate dialogue “Let’s 
Talk About Race (And Other Hard 
Things).”

Nancy A. Dome, Ed. D.

part of Hanna’s strategic plan and “systemic 
approach” for sustainability, of both its mission 
and its financial stability, Safarloo explained. 
What’s planned for the 60 acres will encom-
pass new programs and be subject to county 
permitting; Hanna has been working with the 
county on planning for the new development 
since 2004.

Woods detailed the new development and 
fielded questions from audience members. 
He acknowledged previously voiced concerns 
about traffic impacts, water supply, sewer ser-
vices, wildlife, community compatibility, and 
fire evacuation, which were echoed by many 
in the Feb. 5 audience. These issues will be ad-
dressed in the project’s environmental review, 
but Hanna wants to hear from its neighbors 
before it moves ahead, Woods said. “We could 
have waited for a public hearing, but we’re 
reaching out two years ahead of that.”

In addition to the issues cited above, a 
number of audience members expressed con-
cern about how Hanna’s proposal would inter-
face with the recently approved specific plan for 
redevelopment of the Sonoma Developmental 
Center (SDC), located just two miles north 
of the proposed site. Woods said the envi-

ronmental review would study “cumulative 
impacts” on the area, including what’s planned 
for the SDC.

Woods also fielded questions about wheth-
er workforce housing could be legally desig-
nated (Hanna is consulting on this issue); issues 
of equity and trust; and whether alternative 
uses for the property, such as light industrial 
or a solar farm, had been explored (solar was; 
light industrial was not).

A number of commentors praised the or-
ganization’s aspirations to expand its youth-
oriented services and several applauded the 
intention to provide housing affordable to 
seniors, alumni, and the broader community.

Others questioned whether housing and 
a hotel aligned with the organization’s mis-
sion. Safarloo maintained the new project 
was “mission-aligned,” noting services would 
be expanded to girls, who “suffer as much as 
boys do.”

Hanna officials also addressed questions 
about funding. Hanna plans to collect revenues 
from long-term ground leases on the 60-acre 
property, acting as the landlord for the specific 
developments. The nonprofit currently is sup-
ported by earnings from its endowment and 

donations, but these alone can’t support its operations 
going forward.

Hanna – continued from page 1
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